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Introduction

This SEO price guide will give you all information you need before you spend on 
SEO services, how much does SEO cost & how much should you be spending on it.

Imagine someone going to a realtor and asking him how much does a new 
house cost. What answer will you expect? Naturally, “It depends.” It depends on 
what kind of house you want and what facilities you are looking for. Same is the 
case when you are looking for an agency to provide you SEO services.

It actually depends. It depends on 
what services you are looking for, 
whether you want a one-time 
service or an ongoing procedure, 
the customers you are trying to 
target and a lot more.

There is no definite answer to the question “How much does SEO cost” 
because the prices of SEO services may differ depending on your 
campaign goals, target market and competition.
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Factors Affecting SEO Pricing

Other than these, there are several factors that can affect SEO pricing like size of the 
website, website design & architecture, existing Google penalties on the site & so on.

Local vs National SEO: 
It is easier to rank for local 
searches than for national or 
global searches. That is why, SEO 
services are cheaper for 
businesses focusing on local 
target audience. Local SEO is not 
only cheaper but also gives 
better conversions.

Nature of Competition:
Industries with many 
competitors generally have to 
invest more in SEO services to 
get better returns. On the other 
hand, companies which are an 
early adopter of SEO services in 
their industry may benefit with a 
lower investment.

Target Markets:
As compared to multiple target 
markets, niche businesses can 
benefit more from the SEO 
services. They can get more 
returns on investment within the 
same budget.

Number of Products and 
Services:
The more products and services 
you offer, the more work is 
required to optimize them all. 
Number of keywords may also 
affect the SEO pricing in the 
same way.

Business Goals:
SEO pricing also depends greatly 
on your business and marketing 
goals. The cost will depend 
hugely on what you want to 
achieve and how fast.

Local vs 
National 
SEO

Business 
Goals

Target Markets

Number of Products 
and Services

Nature of 
Competition
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SEO Pricing Models

Hourly Rates
Hourly rate model can be 
applied if you want just specific 
tasks to get done within a time 
period. You can set aside 
separate budgets for each task 
and save yourself from getting 
charged for inefficient work.

Fixed Price Services
Some SEO companies offer you 
a list of services at a fixed price. 
If you are planning to work with 
a new SEO company, you can go 
for the fixed price method 
before you decide to hire them 
for a long term basis.

Project Based Pricing
If your business does not need 
continuous support but only 
one-time service, this is the best 
model for you. Prices will be 
determined based on the 
project.

Monthly Retainer Model
Most SEO campaigns need at 
least a few months to show 
desirable results, therefore the 
month-to-month service is the 
most popular model for SEO 
pricing.

Remember this is not a benchmark for the SEO prices but only an 
industry average:
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Which Pricing Model Works Best for your Business?
Remember this is not a benchmark for the SEO prices but only an 
industry average:

If your company is a start-up or serves a particular 
local area, do not go for packages more than 
$1000. New small businesses, local retailers and 
local service providers which need local 
optimization fall under this category.

This model is appropriate for companies which 
have an established online presence. Niche 
businesses targeting national or global audience 
can benefit form this model. Big online brands, 
large wholesalers and retailers fall under this 
band.

Budgets that cross $5000 are suitable for 
enterprises targeting huge national and 
international audience in highly competitive 
markets. Companies offering car insurance, life 
insurance, credit cards, loans and so on can go for 
this.

Up to 
$1000

Between 
$1000 to $4000

Above 
$5000

Remember this is not a benchmark for the SEO prices but only an 
industry average:
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How True are the Ranking Guarantees?
SEO is a process, so never believe on the guarantees. If a company is assuring you to 
improve your ranking withing two or three months, ask them which search engine they 
are talking about- Google, Bing or Yahoo! The other two provide very less traffic com-
pared to Google.

Ask them which keywords they will be targeting and what about the numbers of audience 
and organic conversions. Instead of taking all the guarantees blindly, be a little speculative 
and don’t rely on anything which assures you of a zero risk deal.

Even Google says “No one can guarantee a #1 ranking on Google” 
and you should be aware of SEOs that claim to guarantee rankings, allege a special 
connection with Google or advertise a priority submit to Google.

Before you hire an SEO agency for your website and spend a fortune on 
them, go through these key takeaways to ensure a successful SEO 
engagement:

Educate yourself on SEO tricks and strategies to 
avoid being fooled. Subscribe to a website 
which can keep you educated and informed 
about the trends in the industry. Because an 
informed business will definitely make better 
decisions.

Interact with the SEO provider about your 
business goals and objectives and how you 
would like the work to be done. The agency 
should be adept in discussing why you should 
invest in SEO services. If it is continuously 
talking about ranking guarantees, article mar-
keting etc, you know what to do.

Work with the SEO agency to track the right metrics for your business & not just the 
rankings.
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Conclusion

SEO as a service has changed greatly over the years and it will continue to do so in the 
coming years. So stay prepared and stay updated. As said earlier, SEO is not a cost but an 
investment if you consider the benefits and the high returns.

Choose an SEO company, which offers you the latest and most comprehensive package 
and works in compliance with Google norms. Go through their own website, read their 
testimonials, go through their resources/blog sections, check their industry accreditations. 
Find out what kind of packages are they offering and see to it whether they have certified 
professionals.

Remember, SEO requires time and patience. So try to have feasible goals and demands 
that can be accomplished. At PageTraffic we offer Google Compliant professional SEO 
services that are comprehensive and match the latest industry standards to assure you get 
back what you pay for.

Remember this is not a benchmark for the SEO prices but only an 
industry average:As a business you should be updated about what all the SEO agency is 
promising to offer you and how long it will take to deliver the returns. 
Overall, the monthly retainer model of pricing works the best for your 
business, but what may change in the future is the amount of services you 
are being offered for that price.
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